Daniel 4





Nebuchadnezzar’s Second Dream

It may be useful to start the week by reading the whole chapter to see the progression from the self-satisfied Nebuchadnezzar, to selecting Daniel, the dream, its interpretation, its fulfillment, and his apparent conversion at the end.  

DAY ONE:  THE SELF SATISFIED KING
	verses
	Summary of the Internal Sense

	1-3
	Babylon was compelled to acknowledge and worship the Lord.


3 How great are His signs! And how mighty are His amazing things! His kingdom is an eternal kingdom, and His dominion is from generation to generation. 

DP 129. It is a law of the Divine Providence that man should not be compelled by external means to think and will, and thus to believe and love, the things of religion, but should persuade and at times compel himself to do so… Moreover, everyone knows that no one can be compelled to think what he is not willing to think, and to will what his thought forbids him to will, and thus to believe what he does not believe, and certainly what he is not willing to believe, and to love what he does not love, and certainly what he is not willing to love; for a man’s spirit or mind is in full liberty to think, will, believe and love. It is in this liberty by virtue of influx from the spiritual world which does not compel, for man’s spirit or mind is in that world, but not by virtue of influx from the natural world, which is not received unless the two act as one.
AC 1675:7. There are persuasions of falsity from the love of self, and there are persuasions of falsity from the love of the world. The persuasions that are from the love of self are most foul; but the persuasions from the love of the world are not so foul. The persuasions of falsity from the love of self are opposite to the celestial things of love. But the persuasions of falsity from the love of the world are opposite to the spiritual things of love. 

Persuasions from the love of self carry with them a desire to exercise command over all things; and so far as restraints are relaxed to them, they rush on, even to desire to exercise command over the universe, and even over Jehovah Himself, as has been shown. Therefore persuasions of this kind are not tolerated in the other life.
But persuasions from the love of the world do not rush on so far; but only to the insanity of not being contented with one’s lot. They vainly wish for a heavenly joy, and desire to appropriate the goods of others, but not so much with the disposition to exercise command. But the differences that exist among these persuasions are innumerable.

TCR 146. Enlightenment and instruction are communicated especially to the clergy, because these belong to their office, and inauguration into the ministry carries these along with it. Moreover, when preaching from zeal they believe themselves to be inspired, like the Lord’s disciples upon whom He breathed, saying: Receive ye the Holy Spirit (John 20:22; see also Mark 13:11). Some affirm even that they have felt the influx. 

But they should be very careful not to persuade themselves that the zeal by which many are carried away while preaching is the Divine operation in their hearts. For a like and even warmer zeal prevails with fanatics, as also with those who are in the utmost falsities of doctrine, and even with those who despise the Word and worship nature instead of God. They fling faith and charity, as it were, into a bag on the back, but when preaching or teaching, they hang it before them like a sort of ruminatory stomach, from which they draw out and disgorge such things as they know will serve as food for their hearers. 

For zeal, considered in itself, is a glow of the natural man. If it has within it a love of truth it is like the sacred fire that descended upon the apostles…. 

You who deny the holiness of the Word and the Divinity of the Lord, take, I pray, the bag from your back and open it, as you freely do in your privacy, and you will see. I know that those who are meant by “Lucifer” in Isaiah, who are such as belong to Babylon, when they enter a church, and still more when they ascend the pulpit (especially those who call themselves members of the Society of Jesus [or Jesuits]), are swept away by a zeal which with many springs from infernal love, and from it they cry out more vehemently, and from their breasts draw deeper sighs, than those who are zealous from heavenly love. 

QUESTIONS AND POINTS FOR DISCUSSION

1. The beginning of the chapter starts with Nebuchadnezzar’s acknowledgment of how great the high God is. In a negative sense this can be taken as hypocritical. How does hypocrisy creep into our lives?  How is it overcome?

2. Do you see a connection between this story and self-righteousness? 

3. “Domination over the holy things of the church and even over heaven” describes one of the key problems regarding the doctrine of the Catholic Church. We may see this, but do you think most Catholics recognize this?  How should we handle these teachings in talking to Catholics that we know?

4. Did Nebuchadnezzar’s apparent conversion perform a use? Often people who are caught up in evil still have the Word. Can you think of examples of how apparently evil people nevertheless serve important uses? 

5. How do you think the teachings about zeal in the priesthood might also apply to your life as you try to teach others?  

6. How does persuasion serve the love of dominion?  In presenting the church to others what is the difference between being persuasive, and the evil persuasion spoken of here?  

7. Nebuchadnezzar was very proud. What is legitimate pride? Illegitimate? Are you proud of the New Church? 
DAY TWO:  SELECTING DANIEL TO INTERPRET
	It is foretold what “Babylon” will be, and in what direction their mind was moved.

	4-7
	This was not known to those who were “Babylon.”

	8-9
	It was known to those who were of the Lord’s church.


7 Then in came the magicians, the diviners, the Chaldeans, and those who sever
; and I told the dream before them; but they did not make known to me its interpretation. 
        

AC 9188:8. By "diviners," "augurs," "sorcerers," and the rest who are here named, are meant in the internal sense those who destroy the truths and goods of the church by means of memory-knowledges wrongly applied; thus who do so from their own intelligence and through falsities from the evils of the love of self and the love of the world, consequently who learn and teach from the cupidity of profit and of honors, and not from any affection for the truth of faith and the good of life.… All falsities of doctrine and evils of life come forth from this source….

Those are taught by the Lord who read the Word not for the sake of self and the world, but for the sake of good and truth itself, for then they are enlightened. But when men read it for the sake of self and the world, they are blinded. "A prophet" signifies one who teaches, and in a sense abstracted from person, doctrine, thus the Lord as to the Word, that is, as to Divine truth.

Invit. 22. That man cannot discover a single Divine truth except by approaching the Lord immediately is due to this, that the Lord alone is the Word, and that He is the Light and the Truth itself. Man does not become spiritual except from the Lord alone, but remains natural, and the natural man, in spiritual things, sees everything in inverted order…. This is the reason why not a single truth has remained in the church, so that now is the consummation, the desolation, the decision, and the fullness [of time].
But still, because the Lord is not dead, therefore, according to Daniel, there still remains “a root in the earth,” while, according to Revelation, “man indeed wants to die, but yet he cannot.” That which “remains” is the faculty of being able to understand the truth, and of being able to will good. This is “the root that remains.”

TCR 644. Who among the confirmed leaders of the present church does not, when that faith is attacked, close his ears as if with cotton against hearing anything opposed to it? But my reader, open your ears, and read the Word, and you will have a clear perception of a faith and an imputation other than those which you have heretofore believed.  

AC 10642:3. If a man is worshiped as a god, then someone from hell is conjoined with him, for faith and love conjoin. The faith of truth and the love of good conjoin the man with the Lord; but the faith of falsity and the love of evil conjoin the man with hell. For there are with every man spirits from hell, and also angels from heaven. Without these a man cannot live. If anyone is worshiped who had been a man, then the spirits from hell suppose that they themselves are worshiped, for everyone in hell wishes to be a god, and these spirits communicate such worship to the infernal society from which they are. In proportion therefore as these are worshiped, in the same proportion the angels who are from heaven recede. Consequently the man is carried away into infernal cupidities, and finally becomes like these spirits in respect to his whole life, and, moreover, comes among them after death. 

But on the other hand, when the Lord is worshiped, who is the God of heaven and earth, then the angels from heaven who are with the man do not claim to themselves anything of worship, because they attribute all truth of faith and good of love to the Lord, and nothing to themselves. Consequently there is opened through them a way even to the Lord Himself, who conjoins them with Himself in faith and love. From all this it can be seen how important it is to worship the Lord Himself, who has all power in the heavens and on earth, as He Himself says (Mt 28:18).
QUESTIONS AND DISCUSSION TOPICS

1. Who are like the magicians and sorcerers today?  How do they try to apply knowledges wrongly to the Word and to life? 

2. What sorts of things distract and distort our thought when we try to practice self-examination?

3. What is the use and abuse of all the self-help books on the market today?

4. Computer searches in the Heavenly Doctrine are primarily done based upon words. Do you see any potential for perverting the doctrine by knowledges wrongly applied? Can you think of examples of the way in which the Heavenly Doctrines can be misinterpreted and misunderstood? 
5. How can we, like Daniel, be filled with the spirit and be enlightened? How does an enlightened person see the evil in themselves, and the good? 

6. Daniel as a prophet represents doctrine from the Word, or in a higher sense the Word itself. How does the Word confront our selfishness? Is the message simply “Don’t be selfish?  

7. What closes our ears to hearing and applying the truths of the Word?

DAY THREE:  THE DREAM
	10-12
	They intended to have dominion over heaven and the church when that religion should extend over much territory.

	13-14
	Then they would no longer have any goods of heaven and the church.

	15-17
	Nevertheless the Word would remain with them, although perverted.


AE 650:29. This was the dream (of the tree by) Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, and it describes the establishment of the celestial church and its increase even to its culmination, and afterwards its overthrow because of its domination even over the holy things of the church, and its claiming to itself a right over heaven.

AC 9553:3. By “the tree” and its “height’’ is signified the increase of the religiosity signified by “Babel,” which is holy in externals, but profane in internals…. “The leaf” is memory-truth in general…. “The flower” is the memory-knowledge of truth insofar as it serves as a means for growing wise, but here insofar as it serves as a means for growing insane, because it is said that “the flower shall be scattered.” “The beast of the field” is those who are in affections of good, and in the opposite sense, those who are in affections of evil…. But “the birds of heaven” are those who are in affections of truth, and in the opposite sense those who are in affections of falsity…. Therefore it is said, “Under the shade of that tree dwelt the beast of the field,” and “in its branches dwell the birds of heaven,” and “all flesh was fed;” and afterward that “the beast of the field should flee from under it, and the birds from its branches.”

AE 257:8. “The king of Babylon” signifies those who profane the goods and truths of the Word. That “his heart should be changed from man, and a beast’s heart be given him,” means that nothing spiritual, which is the truly human, should remain, but instead there should be what is diabolical. “The seven times which were to pass over him” signify profanation, which is the complete destruction of truth and good.

AC 714. The reason why affections are signified [by beasts] is that man in himself, and regarded in what is his own, is nothing but a beast. He has very similar senses, appetites, desires, and all his affections are very similar. His good loves—indeed, even his best loves—are very similar; as the love for companions of his own kind, the love of his children, and of his wife; so that they do not at all differ. But his being man, and more than a beast, consists in his having an interior life, which beasts never have nor can have. This life is the life of faith and love from the Lord. And if this life were not within everything that he has in common with beasts, he would not be anything else. 

Take only one example—love toward companions: if he should love them only for the sake of himself, and there were nothing more heavenly or Divine in his love, he could not from this be called a man, because it is the same with beasts. And so with all the rest. If therefore there were not the life of love from the Lord in his will, and the life of faith from the Lord in his understanding, he would not be a man. By virtue of the life which he has from the Lord he lives after death, because the Lord adjoins him to Himself. And thus he can be in His heaven with the angels, and live to eternity. 

And even if a man lives as a wild beast, and loves nothing whatever but himself and what regards himself, yet so great is the Lord’s mercy—for it is Divine and Infinite—that He does not leave him, but continually breathes into him His own life, through the angels; and even supposing that he receives it no otherwise, it still causes him to be able to think, to reflect, to understand whether a thing is good or evil—in relation to what is moral, civil, worldly, or corporeal—and therefore whether it is true or false.

QUESTIONS AND POINTS FOR DISCUSSION

1. Remember the Psalm, “Happy is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, and in the way of sinners stands not…. And he shall be as a tree planted by rivulets of waters, that gives its fruit in it time, and its leaf does not fade” (Psalm 1). See how many ways you can think of that the different parts of a tree correspond to our mind or spirit. 

2. What made Nebuchadnezzar become like a beast? What makes us different from animals? What is the real beast in us?

3. It is interesting that Nebuchadnezzar was first shown the consequences of his behavior, and then it happened. How do permissions show us things, and we learn from them?  Is there a deeper truth in the teacher’s maxim, “Show, don’t tell”? 
4. In what way is Nebuchadnezzar’s story our story?
5. Redwoods are typical “resurrection trees.”  When they fall often a whole line of new trees grow from the fallen trunk. What is the meaning of this correspondence?  What about the correspondence of grafting?
DAY FOUR:  THE INTERPRETATION
	18-19
	Then those who were of the Lord’s church perceived what those of the Babylonish religion were interiorly, and how far they wished to extend their dominion.

	20-33
	They were so stupid in respect to the truths and goods of the church as to be no longer men, and this fact was confirmed from heaven, where they were seen to be such.


AC 530. The situation with Churches or doctrines… is that they dwindle away until nothing remains any longer of the goods and truths of faith. And when that point has been reached, in the Word the Church is called vastated. Nevertheless a remnant is always preserved, that is, some people are preserved, no matter how few, with whom the good and truth of faith persist. And unless that good and truth of faith were preserved with those people there would be no conjunction of heaven with the human race.

AC 468:2. In the Word those who remain are called “the remnant” and “that which is left,” and indeed people “in the midst of the land.” What applies in general applies in particular also; that is, what is true of the Church is equally true of individuals. If the Lord did not preserve remnants with each individual he would inevitably perish in eternal death, for those remnants contain spiritual and celestial life. The same applies to what is general or universal: were there not always some people among whom the Church, or true faith, existed, the human race would perish.

AE 650:32. The “stump of the roots” which should be “left in the earth” signifies the Word, only the letter of which is understood, and which is merely something known, held in the memory and going forth there from into speech. “Bands of iron and brass” signify the interior truths and goods closed up and held bound in ultimates, “iron” meaning truth in ultimates, and “brass” good in ultimates, and these when separated from the interiors are falsities and evils. And as the man of the church then becomes almost like a beast in respect to the understanding and to the will, since the evils of the affections and the falsities of the thoughts have rule, it is said that “his portion shall be with the beast in the grass of the earth, and his heart shall be changed from man’s, and the heart of a beast shall be given him.” That this change and inversion took place on account of their claiming the right over the holy things of the church, and at length over heaven, is evident from verses 30-32 of this chapter, where these words are found.

AC 1906:2. Afterwards, when he grows up, this good, innocent, and peaceful state of infancy recedes little by little; and so far as he is introduced into the world, he comes into its pleasures, and into cupidities, and thus into evils; and so far the celestial or good things of the age of infancy begin to disappear; but still they remain, and the states which the man afterwards puts on or acquires are tempered by them. Without them a man can never be a man, for the states of the cupidities, or of evil, if not tempered by states of the affection of good, would be more atrocious than those of any animal. These states of good are what are called remains, given by the Lord and implanted in one’s natural disposition, and this when the man is not aware of it.
AC 1992:4. The Lord by no means desires to destroy suddenly, still less in a single moment, the worship that has been inseminated in anyone from his infancy. For this would be to tear up the root, and thereby destroy the holy state of adoration and of worship that has been deeply implanted, and which the Lord never breaks, but bends. The holy state of worship that has been rooted in from infancy is of such a nature that it cannot endure violence, but only a gentle and kindly bending. 

The case is the same with those Gentiles who in their bodily life had worshiped idols, and yet had lived in mutual charity. As the holy state of their worship has been inrooted from their infancy, in the other life it is not taken away in a moment, but successively; for in those who have lived in mutual charity, the goods and truths of faith can be easily implanted, and they receive them afterwards with joy; for charity is the very soil.

QUESTIONS AND POINTS OF DISCUSSION

1. What is said of the remnant in a church also applies individually as remains in us.  What are some helpful comparisons that illustrate this relationship between the individual member of the church and the collective church?

2. In talking to people about the Church, how do we gently bend rather than break affections that have been inrooted from childhood?

3. How does the fact that people retain strong affections for what they have learned from childhood impact the moral values in the church?  How does this affect “making all things new”? How does it change the accommodation of the instruction given? 

4. There seems to be a tendency in the Church and by many outside of the church to refer to the Word as the “Bible,” and to the Lord as simply “God.” What is your reaction to this? Can you think of other similar examples?
5. How can we help our children have a bigger and livelier “stump” to provide the root for their spiritual lives?

6. It is interesting that in verse 8 Nebuchadnezzar mentions the name of Daniel as being Belteshazzar, “according to the name of my god.”  People do not easily lose the things of religion they have been taught from childhood. Can you think of any examples from your experience?

DAY FIVE: THE FULFILLMENT AND APPARENT CONVERSION
	20-33
	They were so stupid in respect to the truths and goods of the church as to be no longer men, and this fact was confirmed from heaven, where they were seen to be such.

	34-37
	They feared as yet to extend their dominion over heaven and the church, but acknowledged the Lord before those who were under obedience to them.


AC 1029:6, AE 650:32. That King Nebuchadnezzar, consequently, Babylon itself, is meant by that tree and all things of it, is plainly declared in verses 20 – 22; and that the things that were heard happened to the king, namely, that he was driven out from man, dwelt with the beast of the field, ate the herb like oxen, until seven times had passed over him, is evident from verses 32 – 34 of the same chapter. That these things came upon him because of the love of self and the pride of his own dominion is evident from these words of his: “Is not this great Babylon, which I have built for the house of the kingdom, by the might of my power, and for the glory of mine honor? (verse 30)

AR 717. By “Babylon” or “Babel” is meant the love of dominion over the holy things of the church from self-love. And because that love ascends in proportion as the reins are relaxed to it, and as the holy things of the church are also the holy things of heaven, therefore by “Babylon” or “Babel” is also signified dominion over heaven. And because this love thus acts the part of the devil, because it aspires to the same things [as the devil], it cannot do otherwise than profane holy things, by adulterating the goods and truths of the Word. Therefore by “Babylon” or “Babel” is also signified the profanation of what is holy, and the adulteration of good and truth from the Word.

DP 278. Evils cannot be removed unless they appear. This does not mean that man is to do evils in order that they may appear, but that he is to examine himself, not his actions only, but also his thoughts, and what he would do if he were not afraid of the laws and disgrace; especially what evils he holds in his spirit to be allowable and does not regard as sins; for these he still commits. 
In order that man may examine himself an understanding has been given him, and this separate from the will, that he may know, understand and acknowledge what is good and what is evil; and also that he may see the quality of his will, or what it is he loves and desires. In order that he may see this, his understanding has been furnished with higher and lower thought, or interior and exterior thought, to enable him to see from higher or interior thought what his will is doing in the lower or exterior thought. This he sees as a man sees his face in a mirror; and when he sees it and knows what sin is, he is able, if he implores the help of the Lord, not to will it, but to shun it and afterwards to act against it; if not wholeheartedly, still he can exercise constraint upon it by combat, and at length turn away from it and hate it. Now, and not before, he first perceives and also feels that evil is evil and that good is good. This then is what is involved in examining oneself, seeing one’s evils and recognizing them, confessing them and afterwards desisting from them. 

AE 1100:7. “The tree” signifies the church called Babylon in its beginning and progress, and here that church in the knowledges of truth and good. Its beginning and progress is described in the words, “it became great and strong, its leaf was beautiful, and its flower much, and in it was food for all.” Its affections of good and thoughts of truth are signified by “the beast of the field” that “had shade under it,” and “the birds” that “dwelt in its branches.”  That it lifted up its dominion over the holy things of the church and of heaven, is meant by “a watcher and a holy one came down from heaven, and cried out, Hew down the tree and cut off his branches.”  That “beast and bird” here signify affections and thoughts is evident from its being said, when the tree was cut down, “let the beast flee away from under it, and the birds from its branches.”

QUESTIONS AND POINTS OF DISCUSSION

1. The interpretation of the dream was like seeing himself in a mirror for Nebuchadnezzar. Why does the Lord permit evil? 

2. How does the doctrine of permissions help us when we see evils in society and the country?  What is the best way to respond? 

3. How does the doctrine of permissions help us when we see evils in the Church?  What is the best way to respond?

4. What is the relationship between permissions and self-examination?

5. How does a church examine itself?

6. Remains are instilled in childhood, but they also occur in adult life. For example they are instilled after temptation as states of consolation and peace. Think of examples: with children? in marriage?

7. What is the genuine response when a vastation or temptation ends?  

DAY SIX:  REVIEW

Reread Chapter 4 to remind yourself of the sequence.

Canons 27. The progression of a church towards its end, and the end itself, are described in very many places in the Word. 

1. 
A successive decreasing of good and truth and increasing of evil and falsity in a Church is termed in the Word its “being laid waste” and “becoming desolate.” 

2. 
Its final state, when there is nothing of good or truth remaining, is there termed “consummation” and “being cut off.” 

3. 
The end itself of a Church is “the fullness [of time].” 

4. 
The same things also are meant in the Word by “evening” and “night.” 

5. 
And also by these things in the Prophets and in the Gospels: “Then shall the sun be darkened, the moon shall not give her light, the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken.” 

6. 
Then the Church exists no longer except in name; nevertheless, there is this “remnant” in it, so that a man, if he wishes, can know and understand truths, and can do goods.

TCR 563. It is well known that habit becomes second nature, so that what is easy for one person is difficult for another. The same is true of self-examination and confessing its results. Is there anything easier for a hired laborer, a porter or a farm-labourer than to toil with his hands from morning to night? Yet on the other hand a gentleman who leads a soft life could not do the same for half an hour without fatigue and sweat. It is easy for a runner with a staff and in soft shoes to cover a mile, while one who is used to riding in a carriage can hardly run slowly from one street to the next.

AC 10038:2. The worst kind of the love of self is the love of ruling for the sake of self, that is, solely for the sake of honor and self-advantage. They who are in this love are indeed able to make a profession of faith and charity, but they do this with the mouth, and not with the heart. In fact, the worst of them regard the things of faith and charity, thus the holy things of the church, as means to attain their ends.
QUESTIONS AND POINTS FOR DISCUSSION

1. What happens to an individual or an organization if it neglects self- examination?

2. Think of examples of how each of the following applies to our individual lives:

a) “Being laid waste and becoming desolate”

b) “Consummation and being cut off”

c) “The fullness of time”

d) “Evening and night”

e) “A remnant”

3. Now think of how these same verbal images might apply to the Church.

4. These stories can seem like repeating the same temptation over and over again. Do the same temptations sometimes repeat in our lives?  If so, why do you think this is?

5. To make sure you are still hopeful, see the passages below:
AC 560. From remains, that is, through remains from the Lord, man is able to be as man, to know what is good and true, to reflect on matters of every kind, and consequently to think and to reason; for in remains alone is there spiritual and celestial life.

AC 1906. The more remains therefore that a man has received in the life of the body, that is, the more of good and truth, the more delightful and beautiful do the rest of his states appear when they return.

AC 290. There cannot be more than one Life, from which is the life of all, and there can be no life which is life, except through faith in the Lord, who is the life; nor can there be faith in which is life, except from Him, consequently unless He is in it.

� or soothsayers, who foretell the future by severing animals and reading the entrails





